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to a foreign government—to sell him, mighg wg]l be questioned, 5; &
being inconsistent with the spirit of our freq institutions. But be th £
as it may, Maine will never concede the principle that the Presiden; .
and two-thirds of -the Senate can transfer its territory, much lesg its f
citizens, without its permission given by its constitutional organs, |

Your committee, however, deem it but fair to admit that they haye I
discovered no inclination in the General Government or any depan. ©
mentof it to assume this power. On the contrary, the President hy |
repeatedly declined the adoption of a conventional line deviating frop
the Treaty of 1783—upon the express ground, that it could not b
done without the consent of Maine.

It is due nevertheless to the State of Maine to say that the
mittee have no evidence that any conventional line has been proposed
to them for their consent. It indeed appears that the consent of Maijp
had not been given to the adoption of any other boundary than thy
prescribed by the Treaty of 1783, up to the 20th February, 183,
and we are well assured that no proposition for a different boundsr

. uuuuuﬂl!
has siuce that time been made to any department of the government
of this State.

The President of the United States on the 15th June last commy.

nicated to the Senate in com pliance with their resolution a copy of the b *

correspondence relative to the N. E. Boun lary.  This correspon.

dence embraced a period from the 21st July 1832, to the 5th March |
1836. :

The opinion and advice of the K
the controversy was referred,

Con-
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ing of the Netherlands to whon |

by the provisions of the Treaty
Ghent was made on the 10th January, 1831, aud of the three ques |
tions submitted, viz: The northwestern boundary——the northwestern- | -
most head of Connecticut river and the 45th parallel of latititude, he

seems o have determined but one. He did decide that the source °
of the stream running into and through Connecticut Lake is the true

N. W. head of that river, as intended by ‘the Treaty of 1783—anl
as to the rest, he advises that it will be convenient (il convindra) to - -
adopt the “Thalweg” the deepest channel of the St. John’s and St
Frangis from the north line; and that the 45th degree is to be meas-
ureq in order to mark out the boundary to the St Lawrence, witha |
deviation 30 as to include Rouse’s Puint within the Unpited States
Asto the convenience of establishing the St. John’s and St. Francis

as to the northern boundary of Maine, we have only io observe that £

however “convenient” it may be to Great Britain to obtain so largea

portion of our territory and waters, it would certainly be very in
convenient to us, and inasmuch as tv

] : o € are probably capable of judging
of our own ¢ eonverience™ and have pever solicited the advice of any
one on this point, it i

. ) be expected that we shall be ad-
vised to adopt a line, 80 preposterous and injurious.
It was in this view and In striet oSaiormite wirh the sanctifntinn
Anfnorls o st res i s e e T v s e T
LenaTring the Tl PESty SUSer, ai tie President op the Tth isecember

8 scarcely to
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